
Information for  
birth parents

tell her about them as she is growing 
up, how much they wanted to keep 
her and what kind of people they are. 
We think this will be important for her. 
Whatever the outcome of the courts, 
one of us will be devastated by the 
loss of her but we will be happy that 
she has not moved around different 
carers and had the best possible start 
in life.”

Contact us:
If  you need to contact the Adoption 
Service at Sheffield City Council: 

Phone: 0114 2735010

Visit: www.sheffield.gov.uk/adoption

This is what a birth parent has said 
about their experiences: 
“I liked the carers when I first met 
them….They kept a diary for me of the 
baby’s sleeping and feeding and so on. 
They showed me the diary whenever 
we had contact. Later I wrote to the 
judge saying that the baby could be 
adopted only if he could to the carers, 
as I know they love him.” 

This is what an early permanency 
carer has written about her 
experience: 
“When the baby first came to live with 
us we thought she was beautiful and 
knew we would love to care for her. 
We had already met her birth parents 
before she was born so they knew who 
she was going to. We thought of this 
baby very much as their baby and we 
were just looking after her for them. 

If the courts decide she has to go back 
to her birth parents we will of course 
be devastated but trust that she will be 
well cared for by her family who love 
her. If the court decides she cannot go 
back to them then we will be prepared 
to adopt her as we do not think it in her 
best interests to go to another carer to 
be adopted. Because we have met her 
birth parents and got to know them a 
little bit it means that we can always 
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Early Permanence Placements 
explained
If  you are separated from your child while 
you are having further assessments or there 
are care proceedings in the court then it 
is likely your child will need to be placed 
with temporary foster carers. The Judge 
will decide the outcome based upon the 
assessments. This could be for the child to 
return to your care.

If  the Judge decides that your child should 
not return to your care and the plan is 
adoption then they will need to move from 
temporary foster carers to a family who 
is approved to adopt and can meet your 
child’s needs. This is likely to be a very 
distressing and difficult time for you as you 
will have done all you could to get your child 
returned to your care and will not want to 
be separated from them. In addition you will 
be aware that your child will be moving to 
another unfamiliar new family.

Alternatively early permanence carers are 
specially trained adopters who would be 
prepared to be temporary foster carers for 
your child while the assessments are being 
completed. These carers will be prepared 
to return your child to your care if  you 
are successful in your efforts to make the 
necessary changes or to prove that you can 
safely parent your child. The carers will also 
be accepting of  any decision that another 
family member will become the long term 
carer for your child.

If  on the other hand the worse was to happen 
and neither you nor a member of  your family 
were deemed able to care for your child and 
the Judge decided that your child should be 
adopted then these same carers will go on to 
adopt your child.

This will mean that your child will not have to 
be moved to another family and will therefore 
have been able to experience stability from 
a much earlier age. They will be able to form 
secure and safe relationships and attachments 
without having to face moves of  placement. 
This provides some consistency for your child 
and avoids delays for their future, whether that 
is to remain with their early permanency carer 
or to return to your care or a member of  your 
family.

What Early Permanence Placements 
mean for you and your child
It is possible you will get the chance to meet 
the carers of  your child before they are 
placed. This will give you the chance to ask 
questions and discuss what is expected. 
Depending on the circumstances the carers 
will bring your child to contact and collect 
them afterwards, though they will not be 
involved in supervising the contact as this 
is your time with your child. They will keep a 
diary about your child which you will be able 
to see so you know about their development.

It is important to stress that the early 
permanence carers do not have any parental 
responsibility for your child. They will be 

throughout their life. They will do all they 
can to help you to achieve this. The local 
authority know that children are better 
off  where possible living within their birth 
families and would only make a plan for 
adoption if  they thought this was not 
achievable in a time scale that prevented 
your child from growing up for too long in 
local authority foster care.

Ongoing support for you
We are aware that you will be experiencing 
a lot of  difficult feelings at this time. Birth 
parents whose children have been placed 
for adoption often feel anger and mistrust 
towards the social worker and often do not 
want to have any further contact with them. 

We understand this and have therefore 
arranged that you can go to a specialist 
voluntary agency to receive support and 
advice.

Please see or ask for a leaflet regarding this 
service which is run by PAC – UK together 
with After Adoption Yorkshire.

expected to provide a high standard of  care, 
make sure your child is ready for contact and 
any other appointments. The carers will not 
have any part in deciding who should care for 
your child; this is the decision of  the Judge 
alone who can decide at any time in the care 
proceedings to return your child to your care.

The placement is likely to last for several 
months while further assessment work or 
evidence is gathered for the court. The court 
may make the decision for your child to be 
returned to you in which case the carers will 
work with you in order for your child to live 
with you.

If  the court decides that your child is to be 
placed for adoption then they will remain with 
the same carers who will adopt them. If  the 
decision is made by the court that you will not 
continue to have direct contact with your child 
then you will be given the opportunity to plan 
your final contacts.

This may be very difficult and painful to think 
about at this present time. However it does 
mean that you will know who is caring for your 
child, though their personal information will 
be confidential. It also means they will have 
got to know something about you and will be 
able to tell your child about you as they are 
growing up.

It is important that you understand that 
while the local authority may be thinking that 
adoption is a possible plan for your child 
the first choice plan would be for you or a 
member of  your family to care for your child 


