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1. During the recruitment and approval process, applicants indicate they would like to 
Foster to Adopt. Additional training/preparation is provided and this option is built into 
the approval process. The family are approved as adopters only at this stage with the 
option to foster for adoption. 
 

2. The need for a fostering for adoption family is identified for a child or children through 
children’s fieldwork services.  
 

3. The Adoption Service provides the child’s social worker with the PAR’s of potential 
Fostering for Adoption carers.  
 

4. A profile of the child(ren) is provided to the selected Fostering to Adopt family. If they 
wish to know more the child(ren)’s social worker and the families support worker will 
visit. 
 

5. Available medical information will be provided to the Fostering to Adopt family, 
although this may be limited if the child is not yet born or only a few days old. 
Information about the medical history of the extended family and siblings may also be 
limited 
 

6. Temporary Approval as foster carers and agreement to FfA placement: if all the 
adopters, fieldwork team and adoption team agree the placement should go ahead, 
then the adopters will be approved by the Agency Decision Maker as temporary foster 
carers for the specific child (ren).  The Agency Decision Maker will also formally agree 
the child(ren) should be placed with them.  
 

7. Letter of approval sent to fostering for adoption family 
 

8. Plans made for the placement of the child(ren). Arrangements will then be made for 
the placement of the child(ren) with the Fostering for Adoption family. If the child is 
unborn or in hospital then antenatal and midwife services will need to be made aware 
by the child’s social worker. 
 

9. Letter for employer(s) provided to FfA carer(s) by the Adoption service. 
 

10. Child(ren) placed.  Child Looked After paperwork to be completed by the child(ren)’s 
social worker.  
 

12. Fostering agreement, safe care policy and relevant fostering paperwork completed by 
with the Fostering for Adoption family. 
 

13. Fostering allowance to be paid to family who at this stage will fulfil the role of foster 
carer(s) for the child(ren). Mileage for contact visits and attending meetings, and a 
placement grant for equiptment will be paid 
.  

14. Contact: plans for how contact with the birth family will be managed will be agreed 
specific to the needs and risks in each case. Contact centres to be made aware that 
the foster family is not a main stream foster carer but a temporarily approved fostering 
to adopt family.  Last names and addresses to be confidential. 
 

15. Placement planning meeting required within 5 days of placement. 
 

16. ‘Child looked after review ‘held within 28 days, then within a further 3 months and as 
required after that but at least 6 monthly. 
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17.  Care proceedings completed. If the Court agrees the plan of adoption then a 
Placement Order will be granted. This allows the child/ren to be placed for adoption.  If 
the Court do not agree the plan of adoption then arrangements will be made to return 
the child(ren) to their birth family. 
 

18. Relinquished children will not be in care proceedings.  The plan of adoption will have 
been requested by the birth parent(s). This plan will be recommended via the Adoption 
Panel and the Agency Decision Maker will agree whether or not the child should be 
placed for adoption.  Formal legal consent to Placement for adoption Sec19, and the 
adoption Sec20 will be obtained from the birth parents by a Children’s Guardian who is 
appointed by the Courts.  
 

19. The adoption match is presented to Adoption panel and then to the ADM to formally 
agree the match of the child with the fostering for adoption family. 
 

20.  The status of the placement changes from fostering to adoption on the date that the 
Agency Decision Maker confirms the match. Fostering payments will cease on this 
date. Contact arrangements will change to match the long term plans (e.g. Letterbox 
contact). Adopters may claim child benefit or any other relevant benefits such as tax 
credits.(any agreed adoption allowance will begin on this date) 
 

21. Application for an Adoption Order: The adopters can make an application to the 
court to adopt the child immediately.( if the child has been in place for 10weeks) 
 

22. Statutory visits and Child Looked after Reviews continue until the child is adopted. 
(The review process starts again with one month, threemonth,6month meetings) 

23. Adoption order granted. Adoption support plan in place. If no further services 
required then children’s services end their involvement.  
 

 


